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Disclaimer & Acknowledgement
Information presented does not directly represent the opinions of the Yukon 

Government or City of Whitehorse.

This presentation is conceptual and for informal educational purposes only. 
Material presented must not be considered complete or exhaustive. Code 

provisions have been generally represented and may not reflect all provisions.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We respectfully acknowledge that wherever we gather in the Yukon, we are on the 

traditional territories of Yukon First Nations.

We honour the enduring relationships of Yukon First Nations with these lands and 
waters, and recognize their cultures, histories, and contributions.
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Session rules
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Request for participants
•Mute your microphones
• Ask questions 
• Raise your hand
• Put it in the chat
• Future follow up thru engagement site

• Be respectful of others' opinions

Contact Information
Email
 nbc.engagement@yukon.ca

Poll Question-1
Who is in the room?



October 8th Overview
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Topics Covered
• What we’ve learned so far 

• Back to Basics – Code and local regulations

• Part 3 major changes 

• Part 9 major changes 

• Review of other National Building Code 
changes

• Recap and Next steps

Workshop sessions can be viewed at:

Resource library - Learn about changes in the 
2025 National Building Code | National Building 
Code engagement | Engage Yukon

National Building Code 
engagement | Engage Yukon

https://engageyukon.ca/national-building-code-engagement/learn-about-changes-2025-national-building-code
https://engageyukon.ca/national-building-code-engagement/learn-about-changes-2025-national-building-code
https://engageyukon.ca/national-building-code-engagement/learn-about-changes-2025-national-building-code
https://engageyukon.ca/national-building-code-engagement
https://engageyukon.ca/national-building-code-engagement


Questionnaire Observations
Participant Surveys – 28 Questionnaires received
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Sample of participant comments:

• Do not adopt the NBC 2025. Each new code roughly 
increases the cost of construction by 6% to 8%. 

• Through legislation, formally adopt NECB with model code 
editions

• My concerns primarily center around implementation and 
administration.

• Adequate water supply for firefighting concerns on current 
implementation. 

• Increased space requirements for accessible dwellings 
contributing to “worse” housing stock.



October 20th Webinar Focus - NBC 2025
This review focuses on three significant changes along with their possible 
implications for Yukon’s construction industry and occupants.

• Part 3 – (NEW) Adaptable and Visitable dwellings

• Part 9 –  (MAJOR CHANGES) Lateral Design loads - climatic & seismic data 
information changes

• Part 9 – (MAJOR CHANGES) Technical changes in 9.36 including Energy 
Performance  Tiers  Carry over to Oct 27th webinar

• Part 10 – (NEW) Alteration to Existing Buildings

Time permitting, we will allow for other topics of concern to be discussed and 
or follow up on.
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How will we review the changes
When thinking about a change, we should try to frame it:
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Code Change Review Breakdown
1. Identify the change
Code edition, affected provisions and associated Proposed Change Forms (PCFs), 
where confirmed.

2. Explain the rationale
The problem addressed, the new approach and its practical significance.

3. Consider Yukon application
Local relevance, existing modifications and implementation considerations.

4. Assess potential impacts
Industry and occupants: minor, medium or high, with benefits and challenges.

5. Evaluate adoption options
Education, further review, Yukon modification or a national change request.

6. Recommend next steps
A preferred approach, supporting rationale and outstanding confirmations.
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Primary Focus - Code Change Review
Main code reference

Parts 9

Look at Code development & Yukon Regulations
Public Code Reviews (PCFs) – Northern implementation

Now Part 2 
of NBC

Referenced documents/standards
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Part 3 - Adaptable and visitable dwelling units
This session will cover the new Articles 3.8.4. and 3.8.5. and how they relate 
to Part 9 Residential projects.

Part 03 Changes



Part 3 - Adaptable and visitable dwelling units
NBC 2025: A broader accessibility framework

The accessibility objective now extends to all types of dwelling units, with 
flexibility for jurisdictions to determine application.

3.8.4.  Adaptable dwelling units (NEW)

Basic features prepare homes for changing needs and future modifications.

3.8.5.  Visitable dwelling units (NEW)

Additional entrance-level circulation and washroom features support visits by 
people using mobility aids.

Yukon application must be confirmed

National model-code provisions do not mean every dwelling must be fully 
accessible. 

Confirm adopted scope and designated units.

Part 03 Changes



Adaptable, visitable and accessible
Adaptable: Prepare for changing needs

Include basic access features now and make future modifications easier.

Visitable: Enable everyday visits

Provide usable entrance-level circulation and washroom space for visitors using 
mobility aids.

Accessible: Support everyday use

Provide a broader set of features suited to occupants’ accessibility needs.

Illustrative example

A visitor can enter a home but cannot reach or use its washroom. Entrance 
access alone does not provide meaningful visitability.

Part 03 Changes



Adaptable and visitable features
Adaptable homes

Reinforced washroom walls prepare for 
future grab bars at toilets, showers and 
tubs. Bars need not be installed 
immediately.

A wider entrance and reachable 
switches and outlets improve basic 
access.

Planning ahead can reduce the need to 
reopen finished walls.

Part 03 Changes

Visitable homes

Adds wider entrance-level travel 
paths and washroom maneuvering 
space to adaptability features.

Supports visits with greater 
independence and dignity.

For designated units in multi-unit 
buildings. Confirm Yukon’s adopted 
scope.



Part 9 Reference - Existing

xxxxxx

NEW – NBC 2025

Part 03 Changes

EXISTING NBC 2020



Part 9 Reference - Existing
Part 03 Changes

3.3.1.7. Protection on Floor Areas With 
A Barrier-Free Path Of Travel

Illustrated User's Guide – NBC 
2020: Part 9 of Division B, 
Housing and Small Buildings

https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=a7a505fa-519c-436b-a23b-6f418df87e6a


3.8.4.  Adaptable dwelling units – updated
3.8.4.1. Entrance Doorway Width

850mm x 1980mm – 33.5” x 6’-8”

9.5.5. Doorway Sizes (NBC 2025)

Entrance -  810mm x 1980mm - 32” x  6’-8”

 

3.8.4.2. Electrical Switches and Receptacles

850mm

Part 03 Changes

Will these changes 
create issues with 
implementation?

Should be shown on 
the permit drawings.



3.8.4.  Adaptable dwelling units – updated
3.8.4.3. Walls around Water Closets What is the most 

practical way of 
providing blocking - 
2x10?

Part 03 Changes

Should be shown on the permit drawings.



3.8.4.  Adaptable dwelling units – updated
3.8.4.4. Walls around Showers and Bathtubs

Part 03 Changes

Q- What is the most practical way of 
providing blocking – 2x10?

Should be shown on the permit drawings.



3.8.4.  Adaptable dwelling units – updated
3.8.4.4. Walls around Showers and Bathtubs

Part 03 Changes

Q-What is the most practical way 
of providing blocking – 2x10?

Should be shown 
on the permit 
drawings.



3.8.5.  Visitable Dwelling Units
Entrance level

Part 03 Changes

Yukon can determine what 
units are “visitable”



3.8.5.  Visitable Dwelling Units
Note – entrance level

Part 03 Changes

1500mm

460mm

What is clear floor space? 

CSA/ASC B651:23 
Example -Accessible 
design for the built 
environment – clear 
space.

Note – additional 
accessible items 
not required



Code references and associated PCFs
NBC 2025: Subsections 3.8.4. and 3.8.5.

• 1880  Accessibility objective extended to all dwelling units

• 1881 / 2028  Application and scope of accessibility requirements

• 1883  Adaptable dwelling entrance

• 1957  Reachable controls in dwelling units

• 1882 / 2030  Future grab-bar reinforcement and structural strength

• 1884  Paths of travel within visitable dwelling units

• 1958  Washrooms in visitable dwelling units

Proposal history, not a complete final-code crosswalk

PCF 2031 is also linked in the proposal records. Its precise role remains to be 
confirmed. The published NBC 2025 governs.

Module 03 – Part 03 Changes

https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_diva_02.01.01.02._001880.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_diva_02.01.01.02._001880.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001881.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001881.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08.01._002028.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001883.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001883.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001957.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_1/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001957.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001882.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001882.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_09.31.02.03._002030.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_09.31.02.03._002030.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_09.31.02.03._002030.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001884.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001884.html
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001958.pdf
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2024_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_03.08._001958.pdf


Why this matters for Yukon communities
Aging in place
Aligns with Yukon’s aim to help seniors and Elders live safely and independently 
in their own homes or communities.
Family and community connections
Visitable homes can remove physical barriers to gatherings with friends and 
relatives.
Continuity and choice
Adaptable homes can support changing needs. Housing features work alongside 
community services and personal supports.
Local voices matter
Engage people with disabilities, seniors and Elders, Yukon First Nations, housing 
providers and builders.
Discussion: What prevents people from staying in or visiting homes locally?

Part 03 Changes



References & Illustrations
Accessible Housing by Design—
House Designs and Floor Plans

Part 03 Changes

BCBC 2024 Illustrated 
Guide on Accessibility | 
GHL Consultants Ltd.

CSA/ASC B651:23 | Codes & 
Standards | Product | CSA 
Group

Free online
CSA/ASC B652:23, 
Accessible dwellings
Not referenced in NBC 2025

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/schl-cmhc/NH18-24-63I-2016-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/schl-cmhc/NH18-24-63I-2016-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/schl-cmhc/NH18-24-63I-2016-eng.pdf
https://ghl.ca/resources/bcbc-2024-illustrated-guide-on-accessibility/
https://ghl.ca/resources/bcbc-2024-illustrated-guide-on-accessibility/
https://ghl.ca/resources/bcbc-2024-illustrated-guide-on-accessibility/
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/csa-asc%20b651%3a23/
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/csa-asc%20b651%3a23/
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/csa-asc%20b651%3a23/
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2430606.pdf
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2430606.pdf
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2430606.pdf


Yukon impacts and implementation
Impact to Yukon: preliminary qualitative assessment

Industry: Medium impact

Updates to standard plans, electrical layouts 
and washroom details.

Training and inspection procedures for 
concealed reinforcement.

Potential space-planning implications for 
visitable units.

Costs and feasibility depend on building type 
and Yukon’s application decisions.

Occupants: High positive potential

Greater independence and opportunities for 
social participation.

Better preparation for changing needs and 
some future modifications.

Benefits accumulate as suitable housing 
becomes available.

Reflects potential importance to affected 
people, not a measured territory-wide 
outcome.

Occupants: High (positive)*Industry: Medium (mixed)*

Part 03 Changes



Recommended path to adoption
Support adoption with targeted education and clear Yukon application

• Confirm Yukon application with residents, communities and industry.

• Prepare code-aligned details, worked layouts and inspection checklists.

• Test local designs and address demonstrated cost or layout barriers.

Other option: A conditional six-month transition

• If readiness gaps remain, consider a six-month deferral of 3.8.4. and 3.8.5. beyond 
Yukon’s NBC 2025 adoption date.

• Continue education. Explore a temporary amendment to the Building Code 
Modifications Regulation, subject to legal review.

• Set a firm end date and permit-transition rules. Require training milestones and weigh 
delayed accessibility benefits.

• BC provides a transition precedent. Its scope and requirements differ from NBC 2025.

Preserve the social benefits while giving industry clear, workable requirements.

Part 03 Changes



Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads
This session will review the significant changes made to Lateral – Seismic 
and Wind design requirements from the NBC 2020. This includes changes 
to structural design parameters and seismic and climatic data.
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Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads
Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

Code references (NBC 2025) – 9.4, 9.23.13,  Appendix C climatic and seismic information
Type of change: Modifications and additions to the NBC 2020
Existing  Yukon modification: NA
Associated PCFs – 1475 (ver 1) Resistance to Lateral Loads

Change explanation
• Updates the seismic design parameter used in Part 9 from Sa(0.2) to Smax, adds new 

prescriptive framing types options for braced wall panels, and extends requirements for 
bracing to resist lateral loads to locations with low seismic and wind loads.

Why it matters
• The changes to Part 9 lateral design in the NBC are crucial for northern communities due to 

the increased seismicity and wind loads experienced in these regions. The new requirements 
aim to enhance the structural resilience of buildings against these environmental hazards, 
which can lead to significant structural damage or even collapse during extreme events.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/bc-codes-2023-public-review-pcf/nbc20_divb_structural_design_resistance_lateral_loads_9040101_001475.pdf?bcgovtm=BC-Codes---Technical-review-of-proposed-changes
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/bc-codes-2023-public-review-pcf/nbc20_divb_structural_design_resistance_lateral_loads_9040101_001475.pdf?bcgovtm=BC-Codes---Technical-review-of-proposed-changes
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/bc-codes-2023-public-review-pcf/nbc20_divb_structural_design_resistance_lateral_loads_9040101_001475.pdf?bcgovtm=BC-Codes---Technical-review-of-proposed-changes


Lateral Design Loads
9.4 Structural Requirements
The introduction of new structural design requirements for snow and wind in 
the NBC 2025 is a response to the increasing intensity of extreme weather 
events and the need to ensure the safety and resilience of buildings. The 
updated code reflects the changing climate patterns, which include increased 
wind speeds, heavier snowfalls, and more intense thermal loads. These 
changes are necessary to protect buildings designed to outdated codes 
(historical data collection) that did not account for these evolving conditions. 
The new "uniform risk" model for wind and snow loads aims to provide a 
consistent level of safety across different geographical regions and hazard 
types, ensuring that structures can withstand the impacts of climate change 
for the next 75 to 100 years.
For more information review PCF 1475, Appendix C notes, and New 2025 
National Building Code uses future climate data for first time – 
ClimateData.ca

Freezing Degree Days | Canada | Climate Atlas of Canada
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Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

https://climatedata.ca/news/new-2025-national-building-code-uses-future-climate-data-for-first-time/
https://climatedata.ca/news/new-2025-national-building-code-uses-future-climate-data-for-first-time/
https://climatedata.ca/news/new-2025-national-building-code-uses-future-climate-data-for-first-time/
https://climatedata.ca/news/new-2025-national-building-code-uses-future-climate-data-for-first-time/
https://climateatlas.ca/map/canada/fdd_2030_85#z=7&lat=60.23&lng=-136.78&city=467


Lateral Design Loads
9.4 Structural Requirements

Modified - NBC 2025

NBC 2025 – note there is a factor 
error currently being reviewed.

NBC 2025 – new reference 
to wind not previously 
mentioned in NBC 2020

NBC 2020

New - NBC 2025 New - NBC 2025

30

Discussions on possible factor issue 

Also Snow loads (factor 1.5) 9.4.2.2.(3)

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design Loads
Appendix C – Table C-2 Climatic Information – “Future Shifted Climatic Data”
Change Explanation
Updates the climatic design data in Table C-2 by taking into consideration projected future 
changes over a 50-year time horizon.
NBC 2025- modified or new

NBC 2020

31

Related to 
9.23.13 

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design Loads
Appendix C – Table C-3 Seismic Information
The seismic data in Part 9 of the NBC 2025 was changed from Sa(0.2) to 
Smax to align with the updated seismic hazard values used for design of 
Part 4 buildings. This change ensures that a single set of seismic hazard 
values is used for both Part 4 and Part 9 buildings, which is crucial for 
maintaining structural safety and sufficiency. The seismic design 
parameter, Smax, is derived from the 2020 seismic hazard values and is 
used to design buildings under Part 4 of the NBC 2020. 
This update is part of the broader effort to improve design methodologies 
within Part 9 to address earthquake resistance of housing and small 
buildings in locations with high seismic hazard values

For those areas not identified in Table C-3 – go to: 2025 - 2020 
National Building Code of Canada Seismic Hazard Tool
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https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php
https://www.earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/nbc-cnb-en.php


Lateral Design Loads
Appendix C – Table C-3 Seismic Information
Change Explanation
Updates the seismic design data in Table C-3 used in Part 9 from Sa(0.2) to Smax

NBC 2020

NBC 2025
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Related to 9.23.13 
9.23.13.1.
Requirements for Low to 
Moderate Wind and Seismic 
Forces (less than 0.47)

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

Question – who determines of Site class C and or Unknown?



Yukon – New Seismic and Climatic Data 

No significant changes in snow loads
34

9.4 Structural Requirements 
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Lateral Design Loads
Section 9.23. Wood-Frame Construction 
The following is a reference point for changes/additions made within the NBC 2025 
related to lateral design requirements. A more in-depth discussion will be provided later 
in 2026.
• Modified – 9.20.1 General and 9.20.2. Earthquake Reinforcement
• New – 9.23.2.6. Notation for Reference Framing Types
• New – 9.23.2.7. Weight of Construction and Cladding
• New & Modified – 9.23.3. Fasteners and Connectors
• Modified – 9.23.6. Anchorage
• Modified – 9.23.11 Wall Plates
• Major revisions and New – 9.23.13. Bracing to Resist Lateral Loads Due to Wind 

and Earthquake.
• 9.23.13.1. Requirements for Low to Moderate Wind and Seismic Forces
• 9.23.13.2. Requirements for High Wind and Seismic Forces
• 9.23.13.3. Requirements for Extreme Wind and Seismic Forces
• Note 9.23.13.7. Simplified Method for Determining Minimum Length of Bracing

Recommend full industry consultation and design review, especially for current unique 
Yukon building practices
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Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)

36

NBC 2025 - All communities 
exceed ICF limit (0.27 max)

9.20.1.2.

See Subsection 9.20.15. 

NBC 2020

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025) Q-how do Yukon double walls relate to 9.23.2.6.

37

Note – discussions underway 
related to exterior insulation over 
50mm may be considered heavy 
weight Cladding.

NEW

NEW

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
9.23.3. Fasteners and Connectors - New & Modified 
Significant changes in remainder of 9.23.3.

38

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

Important to read the notes



Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
9.23.6. Anchorage - Modified 

39

Sentence (5) – part 4

Q – how does anchorage work with S406 PWF 
or when buildings are not on foundations? 

Piers, piles, cribbing, screw piles – Eng’d?
• Foundations in Permafrost of Northern Canada: Review of 

Geotechnical Considerations in Current Practice and 
Design Examples

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

https://www.mdpi.com/2673-7094/4/1/15
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-7094/4/1/15
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-7094/4/1/15
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-7094/4/1/15


S406 Requirements vs current industry practice.

40

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

Lateral Design Loads (S406-16)

Suggest to review the remainder of 4.3  
Does it meet updates in NBC 2025 data?



Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
9.23.11 Wall Plates - Modified  

41

Significant change with increased number of 
double top plate splice connections.  

NBC 2020

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
Relearn almost everything you once knew in NBC 2020

9.23.13. Bracing to Resist Lateral Loads Due to Wind and Earthquake - 5 design options
• 9.23.13.1. (modified) Requirements for Low to Moderate Wind and Seismic Forces – 3 design options
• 9.23.13.2. (modified) Requirements for High Wind and Seismic Forces – 2 design options (Part 4)
• 9.23.13.3. (modified) Requirements for Extreme Wind and Seismic Forces

42

Illustrated Guide: Lateral 
Bracing Requirements - Part 9 
of the BC Building Code

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf


Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
9.23.13. 5 Braced Wall Panels in Braced Wall Bands

43

Illustrated Guide: Lateral 
Bracing Requirements - Part 9 
of the BC Building Code

NBC 2020 – BWP % length deleted

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf


Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)

44

9.23.13.5. 
Currently 
under 
review for 
clarification 
and new 
drawings

Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads

9.23.13.10 Foundation Cripple Walls

9.23.13.11 Cripple Walls in Stepped Foundations

9.23.13.12. Additional System Considerations
• Verandas and detached buildings
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9.23.7. Simplified Method for Determining Minimum Length of Bracing 
5 design options
Smax 0.47, RHWP 0.6, plan dimension up to 10.6m x 10.6m (under review)

9.23.8. Table Method for Determining Minimum Length of Bracing 
3 design options
Smax 0.47, RHWP 0.6, plan dimension up to 21.2m x 21.2m – design related to Tables

9.23.9. Calculation Method for Determining Minimum Length of Bracing 
2 design options (Part 4)
Smax for Site C no greater than 2.6 and RHWP max 1.2kPa

Strongly suggest a separate education session on these methods.
Include S406 design review.

 

Lateral Design Loads (NBC 2025)
Part 9 - Lateral Design Loads



Lateral Design loads : Resources

Based on NBC 2025 with modifications 
CHBA BackgrounderCHBA Tech Essentials
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Illustrated Guide: Lateral 
Bracing Requirements - Part 9 
of the BC Building Code

https://hub.chba.ca/ap/CloudFile/Download/r46bnWnP
https://hub.chba.ca/ap/CloudFile/Download/PoMv3ldr
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf
https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf


Part 9 – Lateral Design
Challenges/Industry Impacts
• Significant modifications and additions for industry to review.
• Impacts to communities outside of Whitehorse with additional snow 

loads.
• Anchorage for buildings on permafrost without traditional foundations
• Additional concerns with current building practices (double frame walls 

and S406 PWF, and external insulation.
• Some areas within 9.23.13. under review.
Benefits to the Communities/Occupants
• Improved safety for occupants.
• Opportunity for increased consistency in design, construction and 

permitting processes.

Moving forward: Consider full industry review prior to adoption. 
Escalate if major gaps identified.
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Part 10: energy upgrades during alterations
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Part 10: energy upgrades during alterations
Why a new Part?

Clarifies energy requirements for alterations to existing Part 9 buildings, reducing 
inconsistent local interpretation. Sets a  baseline.

Scope PCFs: 

Proposed Change 1812 Application of NBC Part 10 to the Alteration of Existing Buildings

Proposed Change 1824 Scope and Application of NBC Part 10
Energy measures linked to the work undertaken

• Insulation in altered walls, roofs and ground-contact assemblies (PCFs 1829, 1850).
• Energy performance of replacement windows, doors and skylights (PCF 1826).

• Air-barrier continuity and airtightness where altered (PCF 1827).
• Efficiency of altered heating/ventilation and water-heating systems (PCFs 1828, 1825).
Scope matters: alteration-triggered requirements, not a blanket retrofit order 
for every existing building.
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https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2023_2/pcfs/nbc20_diva_01.03.03._001812.pdf
https://cbhcc-cchcc.ca/eng/public-review/2023_2/pcfs/nbc20_divb_10_001824.html


Part 10: applies to Part 9 Buildings

Buildings impacted

300sqm = 3,230 sqft

Floor area means the space on 
any storey of a building 
between exterior walls and 
required firewalls, including the 
space occupied by interior 
walls and partitions, but not 
including exits, vertical service 
spaces, and their enclosing 
assemblies.

Part 9 Buildings

Strongly recommend to review Section 10.9. Energy Efficiency of Housing and Small Buildings
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Part 10: applies to Part 9 Buildings

A-10.9.25.3. 
Application of Article 10.9.25.3. 
Article 10.9.25.3. applies only to the area 
that is exposed or made accessible by 
the alteration or is within the extent of 
the alteration. 
For example, where a bathroom is added 
to an existing basement, Article 
10.9.25.3. applies to the area of the 
floor-on-ground and exterior walls that is 
opened for the new bathroom and not to 
other areas of the air barrier system.
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Part 10: possible impacts in Yukon
Preliminary recommendation– recommend full engagement prior to adoption

The key concern is how much additional work an ordinary renovation triggers.

Impacts to Industry
• Clearer rules and retrofit business 

opportunities

• Added assessments, paperwork and training

• Possible cost increases and longer schedules

• Coordinated insulation, air sealing and 
ventilation

Impacts to Community/Occupants
• Potential lower energy bills and improved 

comfort

• Better energy performance during planned 
work

• Upfront affordability and disruption concerns

• Risk of deferred work or costs passed to 
tenants

Local costs and savings need testing. 
Benefits will vary by building and project.

Impact to Yukon: preliminary qualitative assessment
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Part 10: Yukon and Whitehorse adoption review
Yukon Building Act, Regulation, and Modification Regulation
Existing Buildings, renovations, additions or alterations
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Part 10: Yukon and Whitehorse adoption review
City of Whitehorse Building & Plumbing Bylaw 99-50
Existing Buildings, renovations, additions or alterations
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Part 10: Yukon and Whitehorse adoption review
Potential implementation friction
Building Standards Act

Section 2(2) allows regulations to replace or disapply NBC provisions. An Act 
amendment is not automatically necessary.

Whitehorse Building and Plumbing Bylaw 99-50

Already covers existing buildings and additions. Compare permit exemptions, energy 
provisions and enforcement procedures with Part 10. Bylaw or guidance updates 
may be needed.

Possible transitional measure

Recommend - seek legal advice on a temporary Part 10 exclusion or modification 
under the Building Code Modifications Regulation. Define its scope and review date.
Yukon currently states NBC 2025 adoption on June 22, 2027. 

• Any Part 10 deferral requires an explicit decision.
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Part 10: separate engagement and readiness
Recommended: a dedicated Part 10 workstream before implementation
1. Technical and regulatory workshops

Yukon and Whitehorse officials, legal counsel, designers, energy advisors and 
trades: compare common renovation scenarios and agree on triggers.

2. Community and affordability discussions

First Nation governments, municipalities, housing providers, owners and tenants: 
test affordability and disruption, including heritage and rural needs.

3. Pilot projects and public feedback

Renovators and suppliers: price local examples and trial permit checklists. Publish 
options for adoption, phased rollout or temporary modification.

Decision point: proceed when rules, capacity and supports are ready. 

If not, consider a defined deferral with milestones.
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2025 Codes: proposed next steps for Yukon
Education and implementation priorities
• Education: Code briefings, trade training and permit guides.
• Focused engagement: Hold specialist Part 4 sessions, 

separate Part 10/NECB/NFC reviews and a targeted NPC 
review.
• Adoption readiness: Confirm capacity and transition dates. 

Align territorial and municipal requirements.
Modifications or delay options: Review Yukon provisions. 
Assess temporary Part 10 modifications or deferral with legal 
counsel if readiness gaps remain.
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Question or Comments

Contact Us
If you have questions about process, or want to share your feedback 
directly, contact us.

Contact Information
Email nbc.engagement@yukon.ca
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